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Form C Proposed Changes

Title and Requirements: The current text of the Catalog entry for the Master of Arts in Philosophy
Degree Requirements reads as follows:

Degrees Offered

e Master of Arts in Philosophy (M.A.)
e Doctor of Philosophy in Philosophy (Ph.D.)

Applicants to the Graduate Program in Philosophy must take the Graduate Record Examination
and submit a writing sample of not more than 20 typed pages on a philosophical topic. The
department is committed to the study of a range of traditions and approaches in philosophy. It
requires that each student receive broad training in all basic areas of the discipline. Joint courses
and programs are available with several other departments.

The M.A. is offered under either Plan I or Plan Il.

In addition to the general requirements for the Ph.D. stated elsewhere in this catalog, the
department requires that each student enroll in a minimum number of graduate-level seminars,
demonstrate reading competence in one foreign language and satisfactorily complete a preliminary
and a comprehensive examination.

The Philosophy Department encourages students who wish to obtain Master’s Degrees in two
departments to see Dual Graduate Degrees. Cooperative study leading to a Ph.D. in American
Studies, with a concentration in Philosophy, is available. Consult American Studies in this catalog.

Degree Requirements

M.A. I: 24 credit hours with no language requirement.

M.A. Il: 32 credit hours with no language requirement.

Ph.D.: 48 credit hours with one language requirement.

A detailed explanation of all requirements for both the M.A. and the Ph.D. degrees and of the

functions of the departmental Graduate Advisory Committee is available upon request.
Prospective students are urged to secure this material

We are requesting one change such that the new text will read as follows:
(Proposed changes in red)

Degrees Offered



e Master of Arts in Philosophy (M.A.)
e Doctor of Philosophy in Philosophy (Ph.D.)

Applicants to the Graduate Program in Philosophy must take the Graduate Record Examination
and submit a writing sample of not more than 20 typed pages on a philosophical topic. The
department is committed to the study of a range of traditions and approaches in philosophy. It
requires that each student receive broad training in all basic areas of the discipline. Joint courses
and programs are available with several other departments.

The M.A. is offered under either Plan I or Plan Il.

In addition to the general requirements for the Ph.D. stated elsewhere in this catalog, the
department requires that each student enroll in a minimum number of graduate-level seminars,
demonstrate reading competence in one foreign language and satisfactorily complete a preliminary
and a comprehensive examination.

The Philosophy Department encourages students who wish to obtain Master’s Degrees in two
departments to see Dual Graduate Degrees. Cooperative study leading to a Ph.D. in American
Studies, with a concentration in Philosophy, is available. Consult American Studies in this catalog.

Degree Requirements

M.A. I: 24 credit hours with no language requirement.
M.A. 11: 30 credit hours with no language requirement.
Ph.D.: 48 credit hours with one language requirement.

A detailed explanation of all requirements for both the M.A. and the Ph.D. degrees and of the
functions of the departmental Graduate Advisory Committee is available upon request.
Prospective students are urged to secure this material
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Justification for Revision of Philosophy M.A. Plan II

Budgetary and Faculty Load Implications

We do not believe the requested change will have any impact on meeting minimum graduate course
enrollment requirements, and thus, there are no budgetary or faculty load implications associated with this
change.
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Reason for Request

We are requesting that “M.A. 11: 32 credit hours with no language requirement.” be changed to
“M.A. I1: 30 credit hours with no language requirement.” There are two reasons for this request.
First, this change will make the department’s requirements identical to the recently revised UNM
M.A. degree Plan Il requirements, as reflected in the 2016-2017 UNM Catalog. Second, by
reducing the credit hours to 30, our MA students may more easily complete their degree
requirements within the two year time frame of our program, and additionally our PhD students
may obtain an M.A. enroute more efficiently.

The Department of Philosophy faculty voted to decrease the number of credit hours to 30 for our
M.A. Plan Il following UNM’s decision to use 30 credit hours as their requirement. The vote
was cast in spring 2016 and is currently reflected on the Department of Philosophy’s website.
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